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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Sir: 


A bone plate assembly is provided having a fixation plate held in position in a 
bone by a plurality of fasteners. The fasteners extend through holes in the bone 
plate to engage the bone below. Further, the assembly includes a locking plate, 
which is secured to the fixation plate by means of a lock screw or in a further 
embodiment by a mechanically biased detent extending into a hole in the locking 
plate. The lock plate can also include a divot, which is shallower than the hole to 
hold the lock plate in a open position. Further, the locking plate has a dovetailed 
connection to engage the flanges defining the exterior edges of a channel and the 
fixation plate. The locking plate, thus, has a sliding connection from a first position 
where it has at least partial openings corresponding to the openings of the fixation 
plate for the fasteners, and optionally also for a graft screw. In a second position, 
the edge of the plate surrounding the opening overlaps the fastener openings so as 
to lock these openings against the fastener backing out. The locking plate lock 
screw opening is counter sunk in the second position to enable the lock screws 
with the exterior surface of the locking plate. 

The applicant has met the requirements under §1. 97(e)(1) inasmuch as the 
undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application (International Search Report enclosed). 

The following patents and/or documents, copies enclosed, which the Examiner 
should consider with respect to the above-identified United States Patent Application: 


iTSSA 


PATEmwO 



5,951,558 


DATE 


09/1 4/99 


N AME/CO^Si^y | , 


FOREIGN DOCUMENTS 
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30/04/98 


Assaker, et 


International Search Report 
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Copies of the publications are included for the express purpose of providing the 
Patent and Trademark Office with an ample opportunity to evaluate the same and to 
arrive at an independent assessment of their materiality, if any, with regard to the 
examination of the application. 

In reviewing the enclosed copies of the above publications, the Examiner is 
requested to ignore any underscoring or highlighting which may appear because such 
markings may or may not have any relationship to the subject matter of the above- 
identified application. The copies being submitted with this Information Disclosure 
Statement are the best copies available at this time. 

An examination of the present application considering the above documents is 
requested. 
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